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Overview



• Goal:  Analysis and categorization of 
legal texts based on pre-selected 
categories and/or topics

• Selecting an area of focus
• Scoping 

– Narrow vs. broad 
– Longitudinal vs. point in time
– Comparative vs. descriptive

• Developing a taxonomy

Getting Started 



• Define research parameters 
• Define terminology/variants
• Define categories/topics
• Define variables, if any
• Guide research
• Inform audience/user

Role of Taxonomy



§ Based on taxonomy, identify keywords for topic(s) and subtopic(s) if any
§ Use keywords to search legal texts for topic specific statutes and regulations 

using specific state sample (pilot testing); Refine and revise keywords as needed 
§ Document methodology for keyword selection and state statute/regulation 

identification 
§ Scale out to other topics and states

§ Identify keywords

§ Using keywords, identify topic-specific statutes and regulations within time parameters

§ Remove or explain outliers 

§ Extract identified statutes and regulations from primary source
§ Define variables (if any) and apply to statutes and regulations
§ Draft summaries and/or additional explanatory texts or graphics

§ Populate research template/database with key elements of identified statutes and 
regulations, including variable analysis (if any), additional analysis (if any), and 
link to primary text

General Research Methodology



Example:  SHPDR Research Methodology

Data Extraction Method Process Flow – State Health Practices Database for Research (SHPDR)
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1.1 Identify keywords 1.2 Identify relevant statutes 
and regulations

1.3 Catalog state statutes 
and regulations

2.1 Read the text of the 
statute/and or regulation

2.2 Analyze according to 
relevant Variable 2.3 Draft the justification

2.4 Add Statute/Regulation, 
Variable, Justification, and 
other elements to the data 

collection template.  

SHPDR Project Funded by NIH.



• Database of state statutes and 
regulations organized by topics and 
subtopics defined in the taxonomy

• May also include:
– Federal law
– Summaries of legal texts
– Analyses of legal texts
– Links directly to relevant federal and state law
– Additional tools and resources

Output



Example from SHPDR: Licensing laws, nurse practitioner prescriptive authority



Example from Healthinfolaw: Comparative Map

http://www.healthinfolaw.org/comparative-analysis/who-owns-medical-records-50-state-comparison

http://www.healthinfolaw.org/comparative-analysis/who-owns-medical-records-50-state-comparison


• Who is your audience(s)?
• What data/information do they need?
• For what purpose(s) will the data be 

used?
• Disclaimers
• Role of the User Guide

Role of Audience/User



• Pre-defined QA methodology
– Must be understandable, replicable, and scalable
– Role of primary researchers and secondary reviewers
– Full oversight review for accuracy and consistency post data 

extraction
– Final review of entire dataset prior to launch

• User confidence - Accuracy and 
accountability

• Describe in User Guide

Quality Assurance



• Variation in state statutes and regulations 
– Terminology
– Organization, including state code changes over time

• Interpretation/communication of data
• Limitations:

– Other sources of law (e.g., executive orders, case law, Federal)
– Law in practice
– Funding

• Statutes/regulations may not reflect policy 
and neither may reflect practice

• Working with other disciplines

Points of Interest



• State Health Practice Database for 
Research:  Broad, Comparative and 
Descriptive, Longitudinal (funded by 
NIH, formerly available at shpdr.org)

• Healthinfolaw.org:  Narrow, 
Comparative and Descriptive, Point in 
time (initial funding from RWJF)

Examples
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